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Alledged againſt 


Dr. RuxDLEs Promotion 


TO THE 
SEE of GLOCESTER, 


Seriouſly and diſpaſſionately conſidered, 


« 


SIR, 
* O U ſeem ſurpriſed, and fo are very many beſides 


you, at fo remarkable an Oppoſition as has been 

raiſed, and is ſtill continued, agaifiſt Dr. R. The 
quick Tranſlations to Wincheſter, Salisbury, and Bangor, 
and the more quick Nomination to Carlile, whilſt Gloceſter 
ſtill continues vacant, and no Step is taken, or mention 
made of filling that See, makes every Body's Surpriſe 
ſtill greater. But if you would conſider the Principles of 
the Great Man, who has long been intruſted with the 
chief Direction of 6 in this * | 
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and he thinks that a vigorous Adminiſtration” 
Tele he cok Ordy and Dip pine, is t 4+ 4 
upport to Religion, and the Honour of God's 
« lick Worſhip : ” That in Matters ſpiritual, ** 1 
« Clergy may 2 preſumed the moſt proper Judges both 
« of the Aſſiſtance which the Church ſtands in need of 
<< from the State, and of the ſeveral Degrees of it, and 
ce of the Methods by which that Aſſiſtance may be moſt 
* effectually conveyed, and applied for the Service of the 
Church: £ That the Legiſlature, © by putting the 
0 Help which it deſigns for the Church into the Hands of the 
„ Laity, does the Church a manifeſt Diſſervice: That 
where: ever it puts the Work of even the Suppreſſion of 
% Vice into Temporal Hands, it puts it into a Channel 
« where it is not ſo likely to ſucceed as in fprritual 
Hands: He conceives that Temporal Penalties may 
be uſeful in Matters of Religion; and that © the only 
« Way to make them truly beneficial to Religion, is, 
<< to provide them as a further Terror and Puniſhment, to 
ce be called in as oft as the Cenſures of the Church are 
% diſobeyed.“ The Power of the Church is his great 
Aim ; and accordingly he thinks it very reaſonable, that 
< no Bills concerning Religion ſhould be prefer'd, or re- 
< ceiv'd, into the Houſe of Commons, unleſs the ſame 
« be firſt conſidered and lited by the Clergy :” And par- 
ticularly he would not have the Spiritual Courts prohibit- 
ed by the Courts of Kings-Bench and Common-Pleas,” * 
Such Notions for promoting Eccleſiaſtical Power, and 
- ſuch Principles for the Service of the Church, when 
conſidered in their Extent and Conſequences, will eaſil 
account for what has happened; nor ought any thing al 
to be ex from him, than what is agreeable to his de- 


- clared Notions of Church Authority, Church Power, 


Church Intereſt, and Church Diſcipline. Whenever 


* Vid. Cod. Juris S Ang licani. Preface. 
” there- 
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men ten t MYRUD ENT, NoT 
9 theſe Words he always means ſuch 
as have wrote for. 07 are looked upon as Friends to, Liber- 
| 9) whenever, 1 ſay, any ſuch Men are recommended 

N avours to the Crown, it is not to be wondered 
— if he exerts his whole Strength againſt them; or if he 
is conſulted, or adviſed with, it muſt be expected that he 
will & theit Promotion. - His Principles are to in- 
creaſe the Power of a Political Church, and Churchmen 
and to make the Authority of the Civil Magiſtrate all 
ſubſervient to that End : And conſequently you ma wat 
pect that all his Actions, all his Advices, all his 

ſures, will be directed to That one Point. 

B y obſerving previouſly thus much about the Princi- 
ples of the great Ecclefiaſtick, who has raiſed, and carried 
on, the Oppoſition to Dr, R., you will with the more 
Eaſe reflect upon the Objections that have been raiſed a- 
gainſt him, and the Nature and Tendency of them; and 
you will ſee the reaſon why Heaven and Earth have been 
moved, to guard againſt the Miſchief of ſuch a Promotion. 
Let us conſider them in the Order i in which they were 
made. 


THe Firſt Objection urged againſt Dr. R. was, = 
That He was an Enemy to our Conſtitution,” 

WHrarT is particularly meant by this, is hard to ſay, 
But when I recollect who, d what ſort of Perſons, 
thoſe are, who are diſtingui and MARKED under 
this Denomination, I gueſs it to be, That he is a Friend 
zo Liberty : That he is likely to promote any Attempts 
for its Service, and to diſcourage what. may abridge it : 
That he is a Perſon of univerſal Benevolence, and ſtu- 
dious to promote an unlimited mutual Forbearance and 
Toleration : That he not only claims a Right to judge 
for himſelf in Matters of Religion, but is willing to allow 
other Men the ſame Right: That he wiſhes that all re- 
ligious Controverſies were left to the free and impartial 
Deciſion of Reaſon and, Scripture, without annexing any 
temporal Penalties, Inconveniencies, or Diſcouragements 
to either fide of the Queſtion, T his ſeems to be the 
Meaning of the Objection, becauſe, 'tis known that 
ſuch as have been, or have been . to be, in this 


Way 
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Way of Thinking, have been Mm A R K E D, and pronoun- 
ced Enemies to our Conſtitution. 

 SUPPOSING then that this is meant, what Evi- 
dence can be given, or ought to be required, to clear any 
one of this Imputation ? The Perſon recommended to 
his Majeſty's Favour is a Conformiſt to the Religion 
eſtabliſhed ; he has ſubſcribed the Articles of our Church; 
he has given his Aſſent and Conſent to the Book of 


Common Prayer; he has declared that the King's Ma- 
jeſty, under G 


od, is the only ſupreme Governor of this 
Realm ; and I make no doubt, but that, if occaſion 
were, he is ready to do all this again. If therefore an 
open Teſt of his Regard to Religion, as practiſed in 


the Church of England, be the Thing A rel the 


Doctor has all along hitherto given as ſtrong Evidence of 
this, as any Biſhop, or any other Man has, or can 
give, or as the Law requires that he ſhould give. 

Dots he then now deſire to be excuſed from any 
Act of Conformity which either Common Law, or Sta- 
tute Law, or any Law Divine or Human commands ? 
Does He defire to be excuſed from Complying with the 
Uſages, or with any Rites and Ceremonies of the Church 
of England ? Or is there any Diſpoſition in him, to 
make any Separation from it? Or has He taught, or 
does He practiſe, any thing which tends to any Separation 
in it? His worſt Enemies never pretended to charge him 
with any ſuch Deſign, or Thought. Whence then is 
it, that any Man will taxe the Liberty of ſpreading In- 
famy, and Scandal, to his Neighbour's Prejudice, with- 
out Grounds, and without Reafon ? 

I wouLD willingly carry this Point as far as 


poſſibly I can, becauſe it has been made the Topick of, 


Slander, againſt as Good, as Learned, as Wiſe Men 
as any the Church of England can boaſt of. Suppoſe 
therefore that a Man were in Fact to declare even hi 
Diſlike of ſome certain Things in our Eſtabliſhment, an 
openly ſhould expreſs his Wiſhes that they were altered 
and that other Things were introduced amongſt us: I do» 


not apprehend, that even this is ſufficient to juſtify any 


Man in charging another with being on that Account an 
Enemy to our Conſtitution. No Church of Englandman 
will maintain, that the Church itſelf, and all that com- 
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ply with its publick Forms, are Enemies to our Conſti- 
tution: And yet in the Liturgy itſelf, we are taught to 
wiſh for a Reſtoration of Diſcipline which we have not; 
1. e. we wiſh to have ſome Alteration made, And 
ſhould any Man wh in like manner for the Alteration 
of ſomething elſe, in our Liturgy, or in our publick 
Forms, he is from That no more to be charged with being 
an Enemy to our Conſtitution, than every Churchman is 


that gives his Aﬀent and Conſent to the Book of Com- 


mon-Prayer. No Man will charge Archbiſhop Sar- 
croft, Archbiſhop Sharp, Biſhop Patrick, Biſhop Moore, 
Sc. with being Enemies to our Conſtitution, who are 
known to have been engaged “ in correcting of ſome 
„Things, and adding of others” to our Liturgy, Or 
does any Man MAR K out that Glory and Ornament 
of the Reformation, Archbiſhop T://2tJon, for declaring 
his Wiſhes to be well rid” of even ſome Things that 
are in our Book of Common-Prayer ® A Man may wiſh 


to have an Alteration made, and yet may very conſiſtent- 


ly approve, and be a zealous Friend to, our Conſtitution. 
Tt is the ſame in the Eccleſiaſtical, as it is in the Civil 
State of Things : There may be ſome Temporal Laws 
in force, which a very good Subject may reaſonably wiſh 
to have repealed ; and yet he may continue, and be al- 
ways a hearty Friend and Well-wiſher to our Conſti- 
tution, 

TEE Great CHURCH MAN himſelf, whom no one 
ever charged on that Account with being an Enemy to our 
Conſtitution, has openly expreſſed his Diſlike of ſome 


Things in our preſent State; and he has given us many. 


(Citations out of ancient and modern Councils which 
© have been held at home and abroad, in order to facili- 
© tate the Improvement of our Conſtitution.” He has 
produced many Paſſages out of the Reformatio Legum, 
* which are as Candidates for a Place in our Conſtitution, 
© in caſe the Convocation ſhall think them deſerving.” 
Nay he proceeds fo far as to think © it a great Pity, that 
cc the Courts of Kings-Bench and Common-Plias either do 
« not diſcharge themſelves, or are not diſcharged, of the 
* Burden of granting Prohibitions laid upon them by the 
& Temporal Legiſlature.” In theſe, and many other Inſtan- 
ces, this Great CHURCHMAN thinks, that an Alte- 

ration 
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ration might be made for the better, and that our Conſti- 
tution would be improved by ſuch Changes as he propoſes, 
Is Hz therefore to be repreſented to the World as an Ene- 
my to the Conſtitution © | 

I x xn OW not what Dr. R.'s Sentiments may be, as 
to any Alterations in any Points: But I have put the 
Caſe in the moſt odious Light I could ; and even then I 
aver, that upon this Suppoſition, he no more ought to be 
charged with Enmity to our Conſtitution, than the great- 
eſt Churchman now living, He cannot be charged with 
being an Enemy to the Epiſcopal Order ; nor with be- 
ing averſe to ſtated Liturgies ; nor to the Rites and Ce- 
remonies of the Church, to which he has contormed all 
his Life; nor, in ſhort, to any one thing which may in 
any Senſe be deemed neceſſary, or eſſential, to our Con- 
ſtitution. | 1 

Bur, He is a Friend to Liberty; he is defirous to 
promote the Right of private Judgment; he is for leaving 
religious Debates to the Deciſion of Scripture and Rea- 
ſon ; and he is for mutual Forbearance and T oleration : 
and hence *tis concluded, that he is an Enemy to our 
Conſtitution, | 

AND is it really true, that the Conſtitution of the 
Church of England is ſuch, that whoſoever maintains 
Liberty, private Judgment, the ſupreme Authority of Scrip- 
ture and Reaſon, and the Right in all to a Toleration, by 
that becomes an Enemy to it ? Is not the true Conſequence 
of ſuch an Aſſertion This — That a Conftitution incon- 


ſiſtent with ſuch Rights, ought not to be preſerved? No 


wiſe, nor good, Man can ever be brought to think a Con- 
ſtitution worth contending for, or ſubmitting to, which 
is deſtructive of Liberty, of Reaſon and Scripture : Nor 
is there any thing more ſhocking, than to repreſent a 
Chriſtian Church, a Ręformed Church, the Head of the 
Reformed Churches, as built upon theſe Foundations. 
Muſt not every good Man become inſtantly an Enemy 
to ſuch Tyranny and Oppreſſion; and think it his Duty 
to God, his Duty to his Neighbour, his Duty to him- 
ſelf, and his Duty to all that ſhall deſcend from him, to 
get rid of ſuch inhuman Taskmaſters, as would impoſe 
ſuch Slavery upon them? Tell it not to the World, that 
ſuch is the Conſtitution of our Church; K 


[9] 
ber riſe up inſtantly in Oppoſition to it, and ſhake off 
their Chains, and thoſe that would rivet them on. 

Bu r in truth this is not our Conſtitution, nor any Part 
of it; nor is it any Conſequence, that he that is a 
Friend to Liberty is an Enemy to our Church, It is 
true, that thoſe who have appeared moſt zealous for 
the Common Rights of Mankind, have long ſince been 
MARKED, and repreſented by ſome, as Enemies to 
our Conſtitution : They have been called by ſome, who 
have been uſually adviſed with and conſulted, 1M Ru- 
DEN T ;, and have been declared not PROPER Men 
to receive Marks of Publick Favour, What then is 
the natural Reflection upon ſuch a Conduct? Why; If 
one of this Make is to be the only Man conſulted or 
adviſed with about the fitneſs of Perſons to receive Favours, 
tis eaſy to foreſee what is Advice muſt be. T hoſe that 
are pronounced nt PROP E R Men to be advanced, are 
the Friends to Liberty, to mutual Toleration, and to the 
Right of private Judgment: The Reverſe of theſe 
therefore are the Perſons to be recommended by him; 1. e. 
either cool, or falſe, Friends-to Liberty; or elſe direct E- 
nemies to it. Thoſe that are in his Opinion not p R o- 
PER Men to be recommended to Favour, are ſuch as 
would leave religious Debates to the impartial Deciſion 
of Reaſon and Scripture : The Reverſe of theſe therefore 
are ſuch as muſt be recommended by him, viz. ſuch as 
are againſt leaving Controverſies to ſuch Deciſions, and 
are for diſcouraging all tree Enquiries by temporal Severi- 
ties; they muſt be ſuch as would be Enemies to Tolera- 
tion, if we had it not; and now we have it, Enemies to 
all Enlargement, or Alteration of it. The Comment of 
ſeveral Years Practice has ſufficiently explained this 
Text, and has taught us what to expect for the future, 
from what has actually paſs'd. 


TRE ſecond Objection that was ſtarted was, That 
Dr. R. „was ſuſpected of Hereſy.” A hard Word, and 
much harder Thing! Hereſy ! tis ſaid to be © the great- 
cc eſt of all Vices,” the Source of all Wickedneſs! It has 
long been a Queſtion amongſt Divines, whether any 
Friendſhips ought to be contracted, any Leagues made, 
or any Engagements key, os Hereticks? And the ys 
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ſwer given by ſome Zealots of that Profeſſion is, that they 
are Enemies to the Commonweal; guilty of High- 
Treaſon againſt Chriſt ; a Crime worſe than High- Trea- 
ſon againſt the State, ſo much at leaſt as the Cauſe of 
Religion is more noble than the Cauſe of Civil Society. 

IT is grown a Faſhion of late to declaim upon this 
Topick; to ſhew that Hereſy is complicated Impiety 
„ and Immorality :” That we are forbidden to receive 
ſuch as are guilty of it into our Houſes, or to pay them 
©. ſo much as common Civilities:”” That they are “ un- 
„ worthy of Chriſtian Communion, or even of the 
Name of Chriſtians, except it were in a very large 
„ Senſe: ” That they are not to be vouchſafed ſo 
much as the loweſt Token of civil Familiarity :” That 
< Church Governors ſhould not excommunicate any Of- 
4 fender without the [Teſtimony of two or three Witne/- 
es; but Hereſy ſuperſedes the Neceſſity of Witneſſes.“ 

hen the Crime is painted in ſuch black Colours, to be 
uſpetied cannot but render a Man obnoxious ; and *tis an 
excellent Handle to oppreſs an innocent Man with. 

I NEED not tell hen, Sir, that how faſhionable ſo- 
ever it may grow amongſt Proteſtants to calumniate one a- 
nother with this Name; the Papiſis, our common Ene- 
my, not only fuſþef?, but accuſe conſtantly and univerſally 
all Proteſtants of this Crime: And when the intatuated 
ignorant Populace are thoroughly worked up into a Dete- 
{tation of ſuch MARKED, IMPRUDE NT People, as 
oppoſe their Idolatries, their Church Power, and their Re- 
ligious Follies, they can without a Tear behold Wretches 
condemned, and thrown into the Flames ; and think the 
Fire, or the Rack, a juſt Puniſhment of ſuch enormous 
Wickedneſs. They not only fuſpe?, but directly charge this 
great CHUR CHMAN himſelt, and every Biſhop in England, 
and every Church of England Clergyman, and every 
Church of England Layman, as well and as much as 
every Proteſtant Diſſenter, with this Crime; and had they 
it in heir Power, they would treat all Proteſtants u- 
niverſally, juſt as our Zealots threaten the Men they 
MARK out for Deſtruction, When Papiſts talk to Pro- 
teſtants in this Language, do Proteſtants much regard 
that Imputation ? Or when Proteſtants in high Power uſe 
the ſame Language, does it not ſeem as if it were to 
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ſerve the ſame Purpoſes which Papiſts have in View ? 
Bu x let us conſider the Objection itſelf, The Doc- 
tor is ſaid to be /uſpetted of Hereſy, What has he ever 
ſaid or done that may give juſt Grounds for ſuch Suſſu- 
cion? Or what is the Thing, what the Crime it ſelf, of 
which he is ſiapecled? The Laws of the Land have not 
determined in what this Crime conſiſts : And Henry VIII. 
expreſly declared it to be © unreaſonable, that any Ordi- 
% nary, by any Suſpection conceived of his own Fantaſy, 
* without due Accuſation or Preſentment, ſhould put 
any Subject of this Realm in the Infamy and Slander 
« of Hereſy, to the Peril — of his good Name.” 25 H. 
VIII. c. 14. x 
Ir the Doctor be ſuſpected of any Crime, it muſt be 
ſomething which either the Laws of the Land, or the 
Scriptures, 7. e. the Laws of God, have condemned. 
For to charge a Man as a Criminal, or to ſuſpe& him of 
Guilt, for that which neither the Laws of God, nor 
thoſe of Man, have made a Crime, is a Degree of Iniqui- 
ty which 'tis hard to find a Name for. Now the Laws 
of the Land have not any where defined what the Crime 
of Hereſy is: Nor do I remember any A of Parliament 
now in force, that tells us what Offenders ſhall be ad- 
Judged to be Hereticks. | 
F we look into the Scriptures, he that teaches any 
falſe Doctrines, from worldly Views, for filthy Lucre's 
ſake, and through Covetouſneſs maketh Merchandize of 
Men, is an Heretick. *Tis the teaching a falſe Doc- 
trine through ſiniſter Ends, through private Intereſts, 
through ſome temporal Views, in which this Crime con- 
fiſts; and not in any Miſtake in point of Judgment, nor 
in the Publication of ſuch Miſtake to the World. And 
therefore where any Imputations of Hereſy are caſt, the 
falſe Doctrine ought to be named, and the ſelfiſh Views 
muſt likewiſe be proved; or elſe, one may reaſonably ſuſ- 
pect more Art, than becomes the Simplicity of the Goſ- 
pel, in ſuch as accuſe, gf their own Fanta, their Bre- 
thren of this Crime, 


IN later Times, when the Power and Diſcipline of the 
Church ran high, and Diſſentions, and Animoſities, and 


private Intereſt, had almoſt deſtroyed the Religian of 
' Chriſt, the Imputation of * (without Mens know- 
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ing what it really meant,) was. an effectual Means, by 
which” Parties in Power could ruin their Adverſaries. 
The beft Chriſtians were loaded with this Infamy by the 
worſt, and then were MAR K E p out for Deſtruction by 
them. The Papiſts, to this Hour, object it to Prote- 
ſtants; and ſome Proteſtants ſeem not unwilling to en- 
- courage ſo ſucceſsful a Practice. In the preſent Caſe, 
- where no Hereſy is ſpecified, and only a Suſpicion of I 
know not what Hereſy is pretended, and the Grounds 


of that Suſpicion are kept a Secret; to ſuggeſt ſuch an Im- 


putation, as a Bar to any One's. Promotion, is ſuch a 
Piece of Tyranny on the one hand, and fo great an In- 
jury on the other, as every good Proteſtant muſt deteſt, 

AFTER a Suſpicion of Hereſy had been ſuggeſted, and 
that had been ſufficiently ſpread abroad, it was ad- 
| ded, that “it was very fit that a Man ſhould clear him- 
« ſelf of current Imputations ;” that ** it could not but be 
right, that a Man, ſuſpected of any Crime, which might 
<< juſtly preclude him from the Royal Favours, ſhould 

„ purge himſelf of what he was accuſed ; and ſhew by un- 
«© conteſtable Evidence, that he was a Friend to our Conſti- 
* tution, and clear of the Crime laid to his Charge.“ 

Y ov may reaſonably ask, and as our Conſtitution is, 

# may not be very eaſy to anſwer, Who is to ſit as the 
Judge in this Caſe ? Or who is to be the Inquiſitor? If 
his Accuſer is to be Judge, there is little Probability, that 

any Satisfaction can be given ſo ſtrong, as to remove all 
manner of Suſpicion. Or ſuppoſe him ſatisfied, you may 
ask ſtill, how muſt others be ſatisfied, in whoſe Breaſts 
this Jealouſy has been artfully raiſed ? And indeed, who 
has a Right to examine into the Sentiments of any Perſon, 
when neither the Common Law of the Land, nor the 
Statute Law, nor any Cuſtom whatever, has conſtituted 
any Officer for that Purpoſe ? When a, Biſhop is to be 
conſecrated, in the ſolemneſt Manner paſſible, he is to an- 

{wer publickly ſuch Queſtions, relating to his Faith and 
Practice, as the State have thought requiſite to be put, 

„Are you perſuaded that the holy Scriptures contain 

* ſufficiently Doctrine required of Neceſſity to eternal 
« Salvation, through Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ? Are you 

determined out of the ſame holy Scriptures to in- 

5 {truct the People committed to your Charge, and £ 
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e teach or maintain nothing, as required of Neceſſity to 


cc eternal Salvation, but that which you ſhall be perſuad- 
<« ed may be concluded and proved by the ſame ?—Will 


6 you faithfully . exerciſe - yourſelf in the ſame holy 
cc 


« Scriptures ? — Are you ready with all faithful Dili- 
& gence to baniſh and drive away all erroneous and 
c {trange Doctrine, contrary to God's Word, &:,” Now 
what has any private Man to demand, or to know further? 
Would any Man that thinks of Conſequences, ſet up a 
Proteſtant Inquiſition, and appoint an holy Brotherhood to 
ſearch Mens 'T houghts? W ho can ever be free from Su- 
ſpicion, or from the Crime of Hereſy itſelf, if the In- 
guiitor himſelf perhaps ſhall ſuggeſt and. ſpread abroad any 
Scandal of this Kind, and then pretend that publick Fame 


is a good Foundation for his Suſpicions ? Where a Man 


is ready to give ſuch Security for his Behaviour in 
his Station, as the Laws of the Land require, and is 


to ſtand or fall by his Actions; it muſt ſhew an 


Affectation of Dominion to urge the Neceſſity of more 
than That requires; it muſt ſhew a Deſire to tyrannize 
over Conſcience, and to invade the common Privileges 
and Rights of Mankind ; it is making one's felf Para- 
mount to the Laws of one's Country, and Judge over the 
Secrets of Men's Hearts: And how much ſoever Friend- 
ſhip for a Conſtitution may be pretended in one's ſelf, or 
Enmity to it in others, yet 'tis certain, that he is an Enemy 
to it, who preſumes to claim fuch an Authority in it; and 
he could be no Friend to it, who could tamely ſubmit to 


ſuch an Uſurpation. 


THE Judges in Wetminſter- Hall, the Juſtices at their 
Quarter Seſſions, have no Right to examine any Man in 
what Senſe he underftands the Oaths that he is about to 
take: No Biſhop has any Right to enquire in what Senſe 
any Perſon ſubſcribes the Articles before him. They 
are indeed the proper Officers, before whom the Oaths 
are to be taken, or the Subſcriptions made ; and they are 
to ſee the thing done: but they have no Authority to 


examine into the Sentiments of any Perſon ; nor to 


make Inquiſition into his Heart. When the public k 
Forms ſhall be altered, and the Legiſlature ſhall think fit 
to appoint a Judge over Conſcience, or an Inquiſitor 
General; then *twill be time enough for Men to purge 

Ns 


" 
; 1 


. 
themſelves of this ſort of Accuſations in the manner 
which the Law may preſcribe. But whilſt Proteſtantiſm 
remains, and a Senſe of Liberty remains, it is not very 
probable that ſuch Iniquity will be eftabliſhed by Law ; 
nor will any Churchman, not any Layman, it is to be 


hoped, be truſted with Powers which none but God has, 
| or ought to have. But this is not the full State of the 
| Caſe. 
| 'T 1s faid that Dr. R. ought to © clear himſelf of cer- 
\ te tain current Imputations. Well; What are they? Are 
they Crimes againſt the State? No. Has any Accuſer, | 
or any one that has any Authority, acquainted him with | 
- his Crime? No. Does he know what he is to clear ? 
- himſelf of? No. Does he know before whom he is 
to clear himſelf? No. Does he know in what manner : 
he is to do it ? No, He may therefore attempt to clear 0 
himſelf of ſomething which he may gueſs his Enemies 90 
charge him with; and * he may not hit upon the * 
Crime imputed to him. He is to find out his Crime, and , 
charge himſelf; and then he is to diſcharge himſelf of it. E 
He is, it ſeems, /uſþefted of Hereſy, and has been calum- et: 
niated with Infidelity. Every Friend and intimate Ac- 5 
quaintance he has, have been ſifted about theſe Points; * 
and they have all ſully acquitted him: Nor is there a 


Man that knows him, that is not fully convinced of his 0 
Innocency. Is the Ground of the Suſpicion, or of the * 
Calumny, even to this Day, ſo much as intimated to oli 
him himſelf? No. Truly *tis expected, that he ſhould va; 
accuſe, as well as acquit himſelf. Juſt thus does that ſa- 6 
cred Court of Inquiſition proceed; the unhappy Sufferer wii 
muſt clear himſelf, without knowing his Accuſers, or ſen 
without knowing his icular Crime; or when, or litt! 
where he was guilty. Is this the Diſcipline and Or- 1 
„ der,” the © vigorous Adminiſtration ” of which is the yet 
c greateſt Support to Religion, and the Honour of God's kes 
& publick Worſhip ? ” — God forbid ! Ta 

TAE next Objection which was ſtarted had the * 
Pretenſe of promoting his Majeſty's Service, and ſeemed de 
to imply a profound Regard to That. You know that it unle 
was Dr. R.'s Misfortune to be dangerouſly ill laſt Win- the 


ter, and in all Appearance not likely to be able to ſtir out 
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of his Chamber before the Parliament ſhould meet; per- 
haps not, during the whole Seſſion. It was urged then, 
that . T hat Seſſions was likely to be a Seſſions of great Bu- 
<« ſineſs: Affairs of the utmoſt Conſequence to the Publick 
« would very probably be upon the Carpet; and it could 
cc not be right that a Vote ſhould be loſt in the Houſe of 
Lords, eſpecially conſidering the Attack which was made 
ce upon the Adminiſtration by thoſe in the Oppoſition.” 

How far thoſe in the preſent Oppoſition may be 
right or wrong, I do not take upon me to determine, 
But this, I think, muſt be allowed; that all ſuch Argu- 
ments as tend to encourage, and to give Life and Spirit 
to an Oppoſition, muſt be of very great Diſſervice to 
thoſe that are oppoſed. In the preſent Caſe, the Ob- 


jection then raiſed againſt Dr. R. implied, that thoſe in 


the Oppoſition were deemed able, by the ſureſt Friends 
to the Miniſtry, to puſh Matters to ſuch an Extremity, 
that one ſingle Biſhop's Vote might poſſibly ſave the Ad- 
miniſtration. Could greater Encouragement be given to 
thoſe in the Oppoſition, than to ſee the Diſtreſ that their 
Enemies were drove to? Or with what Deſpondency 
mult the Friends of the Adminiſtration act, when Mat- 
ters were imagined to be brought to ſuch a Criſis, by 
ſo wiſe and ſure a Friend ? 

Bor there is ſomething more miſchievous in this 
Objection than this. It is ſaid, (and there ſeems to be 
ſome Ground for the Report,) that a leſs favourable In- 
clination towards the Bench of Biſhops has of late pre- 
vailed in the World: Their Conduct, ſome how or 
other, has given umbrage to very many Perſons both 
within Doors and without ; and they have been repre- 
ſented, as influenced by the Hopes of Tranſlations to be 
little more than the Tools of the Adminiſtration, It is, 
I am ſatisfied, a very injurious Miſrepreſentation : But 
yet the Objection ſuggeſted at that Time againſt Dr. R. 
has been produced as a ſelf-evident Demonitration of the 
Truth of ſuch a Notion. For it muſt be own'd, that 
it ſuppoſes that the new Biſhop was, right or wrong, to 
Vote in all Points againſt the Oppoſition ; it ſuppoſes that 
he was certainly to follow his Spiritual Guide ; and that 
unleſs he did fo, ſome mighty Miſchief might happen to 
the Nation, 
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Wur x Affairs of the greateſt Conſequence are like- 


ly to come before that Honourable Houle, is it right to 
Il a Vacancy, profeſſedly to out- number, or to ferve a 


Turn ? If this be juſtifiable, where can be the Fault of 


creating twelve at a time, merely to out-number an 
ſition? But whether it be right or not; can a 
greater Miſchief be done to that venerable Bench, or a 
juiter Ground of Contempt given, than to aſſign ſuch 
eaſons againſt ' a Man's being made a Biſhop, as 


- do imply that they are all a mere dead Weight, without 
Liberty, or- Choice; united indeed, but not to ſeek, or 


ſerve, or defend Truth, or Juſtice or Right, but the 
Deſigns of ſuch as may ſerve them? Can any one 
wonder at the Slight or Contempt that is offered to ſuch 
Men, when fo 10%, ſo able a Perſon, and in ſo high a 
degree of Confidence, can publickly ſuggeſt ſuch Reaſons 
as, this ? x 


ANOTHER Sett of Arguments were urged againſt 
Dr. R. from the Manner in which he was recommended 
by the Chancellor. It was ſaid, That the Chancellor 
was hardly in poſſeſſion of the Seals, before he could 
ce take upon himſelf to recommend to a Biſhoprick: 
«© How improper is this in every View ? Is it fit for a 
« Layman to recommend to a Biſhoprick? A Layman 


c intermeddle in ſuch ſpiritual Affairs! But beſides this, 


What would the Lawyers ſay, were a Biſtop to re- 
„ commend a proper Perſon to be a Fudge? Every 
<< Man was the propereſt Judge of the Worth of Perſons 
6 of his own Profefſion : , And as it is improper to inter- 
« meddle in another Profeſſion, it mutt ſhew a ſtrange 
< turn of Mind for Lawyers to recommend to Biſhop- 
« ricks. If a Captain of a Man of War were to be pre- 
<< ferred,” is not a Lord of the Admiralty, or an Admi- 
<« ral, a more proper judge of his Merit and paſt Conduct, 
ce than a Divine, or a Phyſician ? If a Place were to be 
<« diſpoſed of in the Treaſury, ought not the Lord 


„ Treaſurer, or the Lords of, the "I reaſury, to be 


<< eſteemed the beſt Recommenders in their own Office? 
If a Colonel of the Army were to die, whom ſhould 
« his Majeſty confult about it, except the great Officers 
of the Army, who are the proper Judges of Conduct, 


Courage, 
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«© Courage, and Behavionr in the Army? By the fame 


„ Reaſon, if a Biſhoprick be void, who ſhould recom- 
% mend a Man to his Majeſty's Favour, except the Bi- 
4 ſhops? Now 'tis well known, that the Biſhops, or all 
„ but ons, are againſt the Promotion of Dr. R.“ 

I ADMIT the Objection to be plauſible ; and that 
there ſeems to be ſomething in this Way of Reaſoning : 
But yet, when it comes to be diſtinctly conſidered, the 
Varniſh is too thin to hide the Defects in the Colour- 


ing. 


AND, 1, Tis well known that Dr. R. was not fir/? 
recommended by the preſent Right Honourable the Lord 
Chancellor, after he was promoted to the Seals ; but 
long before, when his Lordthip was no more than Soli- 
citor-General, The Objection therefore begins with a 
Falſhood, and caſts a Reflection which is founded on a 
Fact not true; and were it true, yet it would be no 
Fault. | 

2. THE Objection ſuppoſes, that no Man ought to 
be preferred to a Biſhoprick, unleſs the Recommendation 
is made by ſome, or all the Biſhops. Upon what Law, 
or upon what Practice, or upon what Reaſon, is all thig 
founded? There is nothing in our Conſtitution that 
forbids his Majeſty to take the Character of a Church- 
man from a Layman ; and no doubt a learned Layman 
may be a good Judge of good Learning, good Manners, 
good Life, good Senſe, and cloſe Application to Litera- 
ture; and it he finds an Opportunity of recommending 
ſuch a Man, what in the Name of all that is good, for- 
bids him to do it? May he recommend him to any other 
Patron, but not to the King ? What Pretence is this 


| founded on? Is it any Service to the Church, or Church- 


men, to be made ſo diſtinct and independent a Body, 
that no Layman is ever to meddle with them ; no not 
to recommend them to Lay Benefactors? Are Laymen 
ſuch ignorant, or ſuch profane Things, that the Clergy 


muſt not be touched by them; no, not to receive com- 
mon Benefactions from them? What good can it be 
to Churchmen, to keep themſelves at ſuch a Diſtance : 
from the Laity ; or what good will it do the Clergy, to 
treat thoſe who are their Superiors in Numbers, F 3 
| | GC | an 


18 
and Power, in ſuch a Manner? I would not willingly 
ſuſpect that all this Oppoſition aroſe becauſe Application 
was not firſt made to Him, who claims the fole 
Right of characteriſing Churchmen : Nor will I ſup- 
poſe that Envy, or Ambition, or Luft of Power, 
predominate in One who has ſo much Power, and fo 
muel Intereſt. But it is new Doctrine, that the King is 
never to hear the good Character of a Clergyman, 
unleſs it be from a Clergyman, Every Man has a Right 
to recommeud Virtue and Goodneſs, where-ever he finds 
it, to proper Patrons ; and then it muſt be left to the 
Patron, whether he will accept the Perſon recommended, 
or not. -Patrons preſent to Livings ; Laymen often 
ſign the Te imonials of Clergymen ; Laymen recom- 
mend Clergymen to Biſhops ; and why then may not a 
Layman recommend even to the higheſtwDignities in the 
Church ? Or. has not a Layman in fa& recommended a 
a worthy Perſon ta a Biſhoprick, even ſince this Ob- 
jection againſt Dr. R. was ſtarted ? If the Crown may 
not nominate any Man to a Biſhoprick, except him 
that one particular Perſon does approve, it is not the 
Crown that has the Power of making Biſhops, but He 
that has the Negative upon the Crown. 
| B u T let us imagine with the Objection, that the Right 
of Nomination, or the Right of Oppoſition, is in any Bi- 
{hop or Biſhops ; yet, when the Objections againſt a Man 
are made publick, the World becomes the Judge, whether 
that Biſbop exceeds the Bounds of Right or Reaſon, or 
not: 'The World then is Judge of the Merits of the 
Cauſe ; whether the Objections are-{trong in themſelves, 
or whether they proceed from Weakneſs, or Prejudice, 
or any private Views, Now none of the Objections 
againſt Dr. K. imply want of Learning, want of good 
| Tr defect in Morals or in any one thing required 
to be a Biſhop ; and 'tis very well known that the Man 
is a Man of Ingenuity, eaſy in Converſation, a Man of 
no Guile, a Lover of Truth, a Friend to even all thoſe 
that are not of the fame Sentiments with himſelf, a Man 
of Hoſpitality, generous, of good natural Parts, and of 
good acquired ones. Surely theſe are Advantages, and 
not — in a Chriſtian. Biſhop's Character ; * 8 
wou f 


| . 

would be Recommendations, and not Obſtructions, in 
any other Man but this. | 

Tus is all true: But a Colonel muſt recommend a 

&© Man to be a Colonel; an Admiral muſt recommend 


« every Officer in the Fleet.” Hinc illz Lachryme ! And 


is this true in fact, that his Majeſty never prefersa Man in 
the Army, or the Navy, but one that is recommended 

by an Officer in the one, or the other ? However; the 
| ObjeQtion admits that there is one Colonel, one Admiral, 
i, e. one Biſhop, (and I will venture to affirm, becauſe 
I know it, that there are ſeveral of them) that are for 
this Promotion. Tis not one only, but many of them 
that wonder at the Meaning of theſe Proceedings ; who 
openly declare, and were it in their Powers to do it in a 
proper Place, would inſtantly bear their Teſtimonies for 


him, Admitting therefore the Suggeſtion, that none 


muſt be made Biſhops which are not recommended by a 
Biſhop, Dr. Rundle can have the Aſſiſtance of Oe, as 


the Objection itſelf allows; and I aver that he can have 


the Recommendations of ſeveral, He has the Favour of 
Perſons of the firſt Rank in the Kingdom, and has their 
good Wiſhes for Succeſs. And if ſuch a Recommenda- 
tion be not proper, or fufficient, but all muſt be reſolved 
into the arbitrary Will of one Subject ; farewel Liber- 
ty, farewel Learning, farewel Merit; and let Flattery 
and Slavery, implicit Submiffion, and arbitrary Impo- 
ſition, ride in triumph. HM 
WHILST theſe, and ſuch-like, Objections were 
ſpreading, a new Scene open'd: A couple of zealous 
Clergymen trumped up a private Converſation of Four- 
teen or Fifteen or Sixteen Years ſtanding ; in which it 


ſeems that Dr. Rundle? ſaid ſomething which then ſhocked. 
one of theſe good Men ; but as to the particular Words, 


tis ſaid, that he does not recollect them: The others 
Zeal has prompted him to produce them; and he has 
communicated them, to the Biſhop of Landon. 

Up o This I muſt obſerve, 1. That, admitting the 
Thing to be true, 'tis in itſelf ſo ſhameful a Thing to 
take up with, or to countenance ſuch ſcandalous Infor- 
mations, that 'tis incredible that this ſhould have any 
Weight or Influence, For who does not know, that 
C 2 5 the 
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the Tone of the Voice, the Motion of a Hand, he 
: Geſture of the Body, frequently determine the Significa- 
tion of Words? A preſent ' unpremeditated 'T hought 
might ariſe; a Solution of a Difficulty ad hominem, which 
a Man might know to be falſe in itſelf, yet fit to be of- 
fered to filence a particular Perſon ; a thing very abſurd, 
yet that had been met with in Books, or had been heard 
from others; —a thouſand of theſe Circumſtances might 
happen, which may make it now impoſſible to judge of 
a detached Paſlage in an Evening Conference. 
B u x be it what it will that was ſaid, it was That 
s which ſbocted one of theſe Gentlemen very much.” 
And where is the harm of that? Perhaps at that Lime of 
Life he might caſily be ſhocked at even a demonſtrable 
Truth: Nor is it impoſſible but that he may be ſo at 
ſome Truths, even now. Nor is it any Evidence that a 
Thing is falſe, becauſe it appears ſhocking, to one that 
might not have conſidered the Subject, or might have 
Prejudices to overcome. 
As to the Other Gentleman, what Opinion can one 
entertain of Him, but as a Talebearer, an Informer, an 
Enemy to all Freedom in Converſation, a Spy, not to 
be truſted in any Company ? He is a Clergyman, *tis 
true; but I would ask, where is the Chriſtian Good- 
- nature, the Love of Neighbour, the Charity that covers 
a Multitude of Sins, the doing as one would be done 
by, in ſuch a Condut ? Can he think that he does the 
Goſpel, or the Church itſelf, a Service by ſuch infa- 
mous Talebearing? Or does he imagine, that his Au- 
dience can hear from him any Leſſons of Chriſtian 
Love, or any of common Morality, who is ſuch a 
Ng in his Life, to even the Appearance of Cha- 
Ti 
% v T ſay, that the Information is true, and that both 
the Gentlemen have done right to atteſt its Truth; yet 
+ till, would any one judge of the whole Reputation of a 
Man, from an unguarded Expreſſion, dropt Fifteen or 
 Bixteen'Years ago, and now revived, and perhaps dreſs'd 
up in odious Colours? I do not much queſtion, but that the 
very 100%, Clergyman that is, may indiſcreetly, in a 
thoughtleſs Mood, in the Compaſs of Fiſteen or Sixteen 


Years, 


[2x] 


Years, have ſaid fomething, which he would very un- 


| willingly have made the Teſt of his Abilities ; or that 


he would venture the Whole of his Reputation upon. 
Nay, if ſuch an Indiſcretion ſhould be unluckily remem- 


| bered, and applied in ſuch an infamous manner, he would 


think it Injuſtice, cruel Uſage, the worſt IIl- nature, vio- 
lent Prejudice, Inhumanity, and probably would call it 
ſevere Perſecution, when he felt the Effects of it in him- 


2 


You ſee, Sir, that hitherto I have argued upon 
Suppoſition, that the Relation of that Converſation, be 
it what it will, is true, I muſt now add, that as the 


publick Accounts of that Story repreſent it, Dr. Rundle 


abſolutely denies that he ever faid what he is charged 
with: He remembers very well what paſſed; and af- 
firms, as I am informed, that he never had any Notions 
in his Head, or Heart, of that Nature. And with this I 
muſt leave this Matter to the Judgment of thoſe, who 
know what the Spirit of a perſecuting Eccleſiaſtick is. 

I T has been ſaid, and I believe it is true, that when 


this Objection was ſtarted, ſome of Dr. R.'s Friends ap- 


pealed to his Charges made at his Archidiaconal V ifita- 
tions, in Evidence for his hearty Attachments to the 
Truth of the Goſpel. Tis well known, that when 


the Author of the Grounds and Reaſons for the Truth of 


Chriſtianity, publiſhed his Attack upon our Religion, the 
Doctor made it his Buſineſs profeſſedly to enter into the 
Evidence for the 'I'ruth of Chriſtianity, and in ſeveral 
Charges laid down ſuch Principles, as would, in his 
Opinion, effectually confute that Author. What Evi- 
dence, what Satisfaction, can be produced more certain than 


this, that before ever any one openly pretended to ſuſpect, 
or openly to call in queſtion, his Faith; before any of 
theſe idle Stories were divulged ; he had openly, in ſeve- 


ral of his Charges, vindicated the Truth of Chriitianity ? 


But yet, when any one is reſolved not to be convinced, 


*tis eaſy to find a Reply. I'was ſaid, that That in- 
«© deed might be true: But no Regard was to be paid to 

* what was done ex Officio.” 0 
Tus indeed have Deiſts argued, and thus have 
Atheiſts argued againſt Clergymen. But for @ Clergy- 
man 
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man to urge it againſt a „it is, I believe, 
the fir/? time it was ever ſo urged. 'Who ever thought 
that thoſe excellent Paſtoral Letters, which my Lord Bi- 
- ſhop of London publiſhed ſome few Years ago, were there- 

fore to have no Regard- paid them, ' becauſe they were 
wrote and ſent abroad ex Officio? Are the Biſhops 
Charges to their Clergy every Year, no Argument that 
they believe what they ſay, becauſe they are all 2x O- 
cio? Is no Miniſter in the Pulpit or Desk to he regard- 
ea, becauſe this is all ex Officio? Where will Objections 
run, or what will be the Conſequence of ſuch mon- 
ſtrous Reaſonings as theſe ? Had the late Dr. Tinda!, in 
his Addreſſes to the Inhabitants of London and Weſtminſter, 
urged, that no Regard was to be had to the Paſtoral 


Letters; that you could not conclude that the Biſhop be- 


lieved one Word of Chriſtianity from them; that he 
bliſhed them, only becauſe he was a Biſhop of that 
Dioceſe in which London and Weſtminſter were; that he 
did it ex Officio, &c. would this have been borne in him? 
Would not every Man have juſtly deteſted ſuch licenti- 
ous, ſuch ſcandalous Abuſes ? Whence then is it, that 
that ſort of Reaſoning holds good againſt Dr. R., which 
no Bi no Clergyman in England, would allow againſt 
himſelf ? | 


Wren the Infamy I before mentioned was well 
{pread, and every one was aſtoniſhed at the Method of 
Aſperſion, and the Wickedneſs of it, it was then added, 
that, „in caſe the King ſhould proceed to grant his 
„Cong d Elire, one, if not both theſe pious Clergymen 
« would appear at the Confirmation, and publickly pro- 
<< teſt againſt him: And if the Vicar-General ſhould 
© proceed in his Office, why truly the Biſhops would 
not conſecrate him.“ 

*T1s hardly conceivable, that fo violent a Spirit, 
ſhould be ftirr'd up againſt an innocent, inoffenſive, good- 
natur'd Man ; againſt whom, no Vices, no Immorali- 
ties, no Infidelity, can be juſtly objected: Yet ſo it is, you 
may as well oppoſe the Rage of the Sea in a'Tempet, as the 
Fury of a * intoxicated with Power. I will give you 
the Law of the Land about this Affair, and will leave +. 
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with a Remark or two. * Be it enacted — that if the 
« Dean and Chapter of any Cathedral Church — after 
« ſuch Licence as is afore rehearſed ſhall - be deli- 
c vered to them, proceed not to an Election, and ſig- 
<« nify the ſame — within the Space of tenty Days 
« next after ſuch Licence ſhall come to their Hands; or 
« if any Archbiſhop or Byhp within any the King's 
« Dominions, after any ſuch Election, Nomination, 
« or Preſentation, ſhall be ſiguified unto them by the 
« King's Letters Patents, ſhall refuſe, and do not con- 
«« frm, inveſt, and conſecrate — every fuch Perſon as ſhall 
« be fo elected — within twenty Days next after the 
« King's Letters Patents — ſhall come into their Hands ; 
<« or elſe, if any of them, or any other Perſon or 

Perſons admit, maintain, allow, obey, do or execute 
« any Cenſures — Inhibitions, or any other Proceſs or 
« A of what Nature, Name, or Quality, ſcever it be, to 
« the contrary, or Let of due execution of this Act; that 
then — every particular Perſon of the Chapter, and 
<« every Archbiſhop and Biſhop, and all other Per/ons, fo 
« offending and doing contrary to this Act, or any Part 
« thereof, and their Aiders, Counſellers, Abetters, 
« ſhall run in the Dangers and Penalties of the Statute of 
“ Proviſion and Premunire.” 25 H. VIII. c. 5. 

Vo v cannot but obſerve, that the Dean and Chapter 
are obliged, under the Penalties of a Premunire, to chooſe 
that one ſingle Perſon, and no other, whom by Letters 
miſſive the Crown appoints : That though a Cong? d Elire 
is ſent, yet {till they are ſo confined, that their Election 
is, and my? be, of the Perſon named to them by the 
*Crown. 

Bu T becauſe when any one is elected, at the Con- 
firmation a Stop might be put to his Promotion, and the 
Crown be depriv'd of the Perſon nominated or pre- 
ſented, if any Archhiſhop or Biſhop after the Election 
is ſignified, ſhall eie do confirm him within Twenty 
« Days,” he too incurs. a Premunire. The Method 
therefore of Proceeding is, When the Archbiſhop re- 
ceives a Command under the Great Seal to Confirm the 
Biſhop Elect, he iflues out a Commiſſion to the Vicar- 
General to perform what Acts are requiſite ; and he muſt . 
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within the prefixed Time perform'the Office, ot he in- 


curs the Premunire. Nay, if he admits any Proceſs, to 
the letting of the Act; or if any other Perſon offends or 


does contrary to the Act; they are all in the fame Dan- 
gers. And is it not fit, that all Parties concerned ſhould 
be thus confined, when we ſee the Spirit of Oppoſition 
to a particular Perſon, fo violent and outrageous as it 


appears in the preſent Inſtance ? 


B u r ſtill a Stop might be put, if the Archbiſhop, or 
Biſhops, ſhould refuſe to conſecrate the Perſon elected and 


confirmed. And therefore they are put under a Premu- - 


Nire too, if they neglect or refuſe to conſecrate the Per- 
ſon appointed. Had not the Crown this Clauſe in its 
Favour, how eaſily might a Cabal of Biſhops have a 
Negative upon it? The preſent Attempt is ſo particular 
and eminent in its kind, and the Motions that have 
been made in it are fo extraordinary, that I muſt leave 
it to the Conſideration of abler Perſons to think of a 
proper Cure for ſo dangerous a Diſtemper, if the Penal- 
ty of a Premunire be not ſufficient. 


Tnese Difficulties ſoon gave way to another of 
2 Importance at that Time. The Elections for 


embers of Parliament were coming on; and then it 


was pretended, that if Dr. R. were named for Gloceſter, 
<« the Clergy would infallibly be diſguſted, and their In- 
c tereſts would be all againſt an Adminiſtration that ſhew'd 
« ſo little regard to the Church. The Clergy are a great 
« and learned Body, and have a great Influence all over 
«© the Kingdom; and if they ſhould be diſobliged, they 
« might raiſe ſuch an Oppoſition to the Miniſtry, as 
« might be of infinite more Conſequence than the diſ- 
« obliging any one Peer, however great he might be, If 
c they were obliged, in not having a Man obnoxious to them 
« preferred, they would certainly ve as they ought, and 
<< influence as many as they could for the Adminiſtration.” 
APLAUSIBLE Pretence! yet, when examined, it 
carries a ſevere Reflection on that learned Body. Dr. R. 
obnoxious! not to one Man that knows him perſonally ; 
and if he be fo to others that are Strangers to him, it 
muſt be owing to Art, and the Cunning of fome hea 
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have endeavoured to ſtir them up. The Clergy are cer- 
tainly a great Body of Men, Men of Learning, and 
very uſeful to the Society. But what Notion muſt 
any one have of them, or of their Wiſdom, or of their 
Judgment, or their Goodnefs, if you imagine that they 
will be induced to vote againſt ſo good, ſo kind an Ad- 
miniſtration to them, if a Man of Virtue, Generofit: 
Hoſpitality, good Learning, be advanced to a ſmall Bi- 
ſhoprick, to oblige the Lord High Chancellor of Eng- 
land ; who is the Son of a Biſhop, and muſt always have 
it in his Power to oblige the Clergy, and who never yet 
was known-to do one diſobliging Action towards them? 
Is it common Juſtice to that learned Profeſſion, who are 
the Teachers of Truth, and Uprightneſs, and Ho- 
neſty, to ſuppoſe them to have no Regard to the 
Government, which has all along been ſo favour- 
able to their Rights and Privileges; no Regard to 
Honour or Gratitude : but inſtantly, that all of them, 
like one Man, ſhould act upon Pique and Reſent- 
ment, even to an Attempt to ſubvert the Govern- 
ment itſelf, if his Majeſty ſhould think it for the 
Publick Benefit, as well as for his own Service, to 
advance a Man to a ſmall Biſhoprick ? Can a- Friend, 
a Patron of them, ſuppoſe them ſuch Strangers to what is 
decent, fit, and right? What will their Enemies think of 
them, if their Friends ſhall treat them thus ? 

Bu T I muſt add, that this Objection is founded upon 
a falſe Fact. It ſuppoſes the Clergy to be perfectly 
united; whereas they are divided, as well as the Laity. 
One Part of them are hearty Friends to Liberty, and 
with for, andalways ſtrive to promote, the Intereſts of the 
preſent Royal Family ; they are, upon the firmeſt Prin- 
ciples of Reaſon, attached to them; and nothing can 
alienate their Affections, as long as their Civil and Reli- 
ou Rights are preſerved. Happy would it be for the 

ation, were they all ſo affected]! Now theſe were ca- 
pable of influencing Elections proportionably as well as 
the Other. And if ſome muſt be diſobliged, I appeal 
to the common Senſe of Mankind, whether Friends or 
Enemies ought to have Favour ſhewn them, 
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Bur the Elections are over, and tis ſeen and known 
how they were carried in almoſt all the Counties of 
England; and what Part the Clergy acted in that Affair. 
Before the Elections, it was ſaid, the Clergy would be diſo- 
bliged : They were held up as a Bugbear to the Mini- 
ſtry; but now a freſh Difficulty is ſtarted ; — © The 
&« whole Bench of Biſhops will reſent it, if Dr. R. be made 
%a Biſhop. Who can be reſponſible for them, or their 
Votes, if they ſhould be thus unreaſonably provoked ? *”* 
I cou p ſometimes imagine, that the Enemies of 
that reverend Bench ſuggeſt maliciouſly this kind of 
Reaſoning, on purpoſe to depreciate and leſſen their Re- 
putations in the Nation, For tis certainly falſe, to 
ſay that the whole Bench of Biſhops will reſent this Pre- 
ferment. As great, as good, as learned, as wiſe, as any 
of them, are not at all againſt the Doctor's Promotion: 
And if there be great, and good, and learned, and wiſe 
Men amongſt them againſt it, I ſhall only conclude, that 
they are Strangers to him, and have ſome how or other 
been worked up to oppoſe him. But be this as it will, 
I will never believe, till I ſee it, that Chriſtian Biſhops, 
Men of Wiſdom, exemplary for great Knowledge and 
reat Judgment, and profound Learning, of fingular 
Probity and Honour, that ſuch Men can be influenced 
by Paſſion or Prejudice, to give their Votes, not according 
to the Merits of a Cauſe, but merely for oppoſition Sake, 
and becauſe a thing is done which ſome few of them can- 
not approve. If that were a ſufficient Reaſon to weigh with 
Men of Piety and Learning, it had been as well, nay 
better for them, not to have been Maſters of ſuch con- 
ſummate Judgments ? To ſuppoſe ſuch a Step in them, 
is really a Reflection upon Men of the higheſt Order in 
the Church ; upon Men choſen out- for their eminent 
Services, and great Abilities, to receive the higheſt Fa- 
vours from the Crown, Are they to be conceived to be 
verned by ſuch weak, unmanly, unchriſtian Motives ? 

t their Enemies, and the Enemies of the Church, talk 

in ſuch a Manner ; but ſure I am, that whilſt Learning 
and Judgment are of any Weight, if there be any Prin- 
ciples of Truth, if there be any Virtue, if there be any 
Praiſe, thought of, or regarded; tis impoſlible to ima- 
gine 
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gine that the Glories of the Reformed Religion, the Or- 
naments of the Church of England, can act ſuch a mean 
Part as is pretended, 

*F 1s ſaid, but it can proceed from no Man that has 
any Regard for the Bench,“ That all the Biſhops will re- 
„ ſent, ” — what are They to reſent ? Are They to reſent, 
that a Friend to true Liberty is preferred? Are They to 
reſent, that a ſober, temperate, good moral'd Man is pre- 
ferr'd ? Are They to reſent, that a Friend to the King, and 
to this Family, is preferr'd ? Are They to reſent, that a 
Friend to the Adminiſtration is promoted ? Are They to 
reſent, that an Enemy to Popery, a Friend to the Prote- 
ſtant Religion, a good Chriſtian, a conſtant Churchman, 
a regular Conformiſt, a good natur'd Man, is ro be 
made a Biſhop ? Believe it who can ! It muſt be ſome- 
thing elſe, which lies at Heart in all this Affair. Nor 
could ſuch a Scene have been acted, and ſuch a Variety 
of falſe Colourings have been invented, unleſs it were to 
conceal ſome Truth, which it might not be ſo proper to 
reveal. 


AN D now, Sir, you will be apt to imagine, that theſe, 
or ſuch as theſe, are the real Objections againſt your Friend. 
But you are greatly miſtaken, It is not one, nor ano- 
ther, nor any particular Objection; it is not his Enmity 
to our Conſtitution, nor his Hereſy, no nor that wicked 
Tale of that pickthank Informer, that weighs with the 
Great Man. The Difficulties againſt Dr. R. are not 
grounded upon any of Theſe, (tho* every one of them 
has been inſiſted on at large on proper Occaſions,) but 
truly, they are now formed upon the Genera! Charac- 
ter of Him. And what is this General Character of 
him? It can't ſurely be bad in the general, when every 
Particular that has been made an Objection, is either 
falſe, or not bad, or given up by him himſelf, who has 
made it the Subject of a Difficulty. Can any one name a 
Man, whoſe Life and Actions have been fo ſeverely ſcan'd, 
for almoſt a Year together; againſt whom an Office of 
Intelligence has been kept open fo long; and yet, at 
laſt, when every particular r is given up, to pro- 
nounce that in general his 3 is bad? It on,” 
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Bu. the Elections are over, and tis ſeen and known 
how they were carried in almoſt all the Counties of 
England; and what Part the Clergy acted in that Affair. 
Before che Elections, it was ſaid, the Clergy would be diſo- 
bliged: They were held up as a Bugbear to the Mini- 
ſtry; but now a freſh Difficulty is ſtarted ; — © The 
cc whole Bench of Biſhops will reſent it, if Dr. R. be made 
« a Biſhop. Who can be reſponſible for them, or their 
Votes, if they ſhould be thus unreaſonably provoked ? * 

I cou 1 p ſometimes imagine, that the Enemies of 
that reverend Bench ſuggeſt maliciouſly this kind of 
Reaſoning, on purpoſe to depreciate and leſſen their Re- 
putations in the Nation, For tis certainly falſe, to 
ſay that the whole Bench of Biſhops will reſent this Pre- 
ferment. As great, as good, as learned, as wiſe, as any 
of them, are not at all againſt the Doctor's Promotion: 
And if there be great, and good, and learned, and wiſe 
Men amongſt them againſt it, I ſhall only conclude, that 
they are Strangers to him, and have ſome how or other 


been worked up to oppoſe him. But be this as it will, 


I will never believe, till I ſee it, that Chriſtian Biſhops, 
Men of Wiſdom, exemplary for great Knowledge and 
great Judgment, and profound Learning, of fingular 
Probity and Honour, that ſuch Men can be influenced 
by Paſſion or Prejudice, to give their Votes, not according 
to the Merits of a Cauſe, but merely for oppoſition Sake, 
and becauſe a thing is done which ſome few of them can- 
not approve. If that were a ſufficient Reaſon to weigh with 
Men of Piety and Learning, it had been as well, nay 
better for them, not to have been Maſters of ſuch con- 
ſummate Judgments ? To ſuppoſe ſuch a Step in them, 
is really a Reflection upon Men of the higheſt Order in 
the Church ; upon Men choſen out- for their eminent 
Services, and great Abilities, to receive the higheſt Fa- 
vours from the Crown. Are they to be conceived to be 
overned by ſuch weak, unmanly, unchriſtian Motives ? 
t their Enemies, and the Enemies of the Church, talk 

in ſuch a Manner ; but ſure I am, that whilſt Learning 
and Judgment are of any Weight, if there be any Prin- 
ciples of Truth, if there be any Virtue, if there be any 
Praiſe, thought of, or regarded; 'tis impoſſible to ima- 
gine 
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gine that the Glories of the Reformed Religion, the Or- 
naments of the Church of England, can act ſuch a mean 
Part as is pretended, 

*T 1s ſaid, but it can proceed from no Man that has 
any Regard for the Bench,“ That all the Biſhops will re- 
„ ſent,” — what are They to reſent ? Are They to reſent, 
that a Friend to true Liberty is preferred? Are They to 
reſent, that a ſober, temperate, good moral'd Man is pre- 
ferr'd ? Are They to reſent, that a Friend to the King, and 
to this Family, is preferr'd ? Are They to reſent, that a 
Friend to the Adminiſtration is promoted ? Are They to 
reſent, that an Enemy to Popery, a Friend to the Prote- 
ſtant Religion, a good Chriſtian, a conſtant Churchman, 
a regular Conformiſt, a good natur'd Man, is to be 
made a Biſhop ? Believe it who can | It muſt be ſome- 
thing elſe, which lies at Heart in all this Aﬀair, Nor 
could ſuch a Scene have been acted, and ſuch a Variety 
of falſe Colourings have been invented, unleſs it were to 
conceal ſome Truth, which it might not be ſo proper to 
reveal. 


AN p now, Sir, you will be apt to imagine, that theſe, 
or ſuch as theſe, are the real Objections againſt your Friend. 
But you are greatly miſtaken. It is not one, nor ano- 
ther, nor any particular Objection ; it is not his Enmity 
to our Conſtitution, nor his Hereſy, no nor that wicked 
Tale of that pickthank Informer, that weighs with the 
Great Man. The Difficulties againſt Dr. R. are not 
grounded upon any of Theſe, (tho* every one of them 
has been inſiſted on at large on proper Occaſions,) but 
truly, they are now formed upon the General Charac- 
ter of Him. And what is this General Character of 
him? It can't ſurely be had in the general, when every 
Particular that has been made an Objection, is either 
falſe, or not bad, or given up by him himſelf, who has 
made it the Subject of a Difficulty. Can any one name a 
Man, whoſe Life and Actions have been fo ſeverely ſcan'd, 
for almoſt a Year together ; againſt whom an Office of 
Intelligence- has been kept open fo long ; and yet, at 
laſt, when every particular Objection is given up, to pro- 


nounce that in general his Character is bad? It would 
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be a groſs Abſurdity in any other Caſe to talk of any Ge. 
neral, not made up of Particulars : And ſuch Arts to fink 
an innocent inoffenſive Man, will very hardly be juſti- 
fied by the Goſpel, or by any Book of Morals, 


HowEvVeER difficult it may be to clear any Perſon 
from ſuch a confuſed, obſcure, general ſort of Imputa- 
tion, as is implied in the aforeſaid indeterminate Objec- 
tion, yet I have oneRemark ſtill to make, which will go a 
great way towards taking it away, if it will not entirely 
clear the Dr.in the Eye of the World, You know that Ex- 
pedients have been talk'd of, to reconcile the great con- 
tending Parties; and tho' none have hitherto ſucceeded, 
yet, from the Nature of ſome of them, one might be 
confident, that the Oppoſition has not been carried on 
upon this Principle, that the Doctor's general Character 
was bad, It has been ſaid, that a Project was propoſed 


to make the Doctor Dean of Durham : And that this was 


rejected, notwithſtanding the Promotion would have 
been in point of Money (which Dr. R. indeed always 
has deſpiſed) much to his Advantage. Since that, a- 
nother Project has been talk'd of, but from whence, or 
whom it came, I do not pretend to ſay; and that is, 
that as a very good Biſhoprick in Ireland is ſoon likely 
to become vacant by the Death of the Biſhop of D. (who 
has been long infirm, and whoſe Deceaſe is expected e- 
very Day) if my Lord Ch. would tecede in the preſent 
Point from his Friend, even that Biſhoprick, worth three 
times as much as Gloe/ter, _— be at Dr. R's Service. 
Is not this an open Confutation of the general ill Charac- 
ter of Dr. R. even in their Opinion who talk of this 
Expedient ? Would his Character be good enough for a 
large Iriſb Biſhoprick, and yet too bad for a ſmall Egli 
one ? Or can it be conceived, that one who eſpouſes the 
Service of the Church, ſo heartily as the great Eccleſia- 
{tick is known to do, ſhould have ſuch an Opinion of the 
Man as is pretended; and yet give his Conſent to either, 
or any, of the Promotions, that have been the Subject of 
fo much Talk in Town ? 

You mayeaſily imagine, that That Right Honoura- 
rable Perſon, whoſe Abilities, Judgment, Prudence, Di- 
lizence and Integrity, our whole Profeſſion ſo juſtly ad- 
mue, 
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mire, and for which we almoſt adore him, is not to be 
moved by ſuch little Arts as theſe, to deſert a Friend, 
whom he has intimately known theſe twenty Years ; a 
Friend, who lived very many Years with his Father, the 
late Lord Biſhop of Durham, and received from his Pa- 
tronage whatever he now enjoys ; a Friend, for whom 
the whole Family has always profeſſed, and to whom 
they have always ſhewn the higheſt Regard and 
Eſteem. Can he ever give up fuch a Man, eſpecially 
when he has been thus injuriouſly treated by Men that 
know him not, in Oppoſition to himſelf who has known 
him, and who knows that the Objections againſt him 
are mere Calumnies ? Tis now become his own Cauſe, 
much more than Dr. Rund!?'s ; and there can be no doubt, 
but that He will act, as he always has done, with the ut- 
moſt Honour, 


Go on, and proſper in your good Defigns for the 


Publick : Be not diſcouraged in what Jo have under- . 


taken: What has hitherto been the Effect of private 
Friendſhips, is now become a publick Cauſe ; it is the 
Cauſe of Liberty it ſelf, and all its true Friends heartily 
wiſh the Dr. Succeſs ; nor can any one wiſh it more, 


than, 


SIX, 


Nov. 28. | 
1734. Your moſt humble Servant, &c. 


HP. S. You may expect a Second Letter from me, it 
J have leiſure between this and next Term, upon the 
PoLicy of this Oppoſition, 
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